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C P: the fundamentals  

ÅResponsibility : Member States are responsible for the 
security and the safety of their citizens and foreigners on 
their territory . 

ÅCall  for  assistance . Member States and third countries  
can call for assistance when overwhelmed by a disaster. 
After their needs identification, they are responsible to 
receive/ and for the use of EU/foreign assistance. 

ÅSolidarity : Member States have the responsibility to 
support Member States affected by a disaster when 
needed. (re-enforced by Lisbon Treaty Solidarity clause) 

ÅVoluntary : The level of support /  assistance is 
determined by the Member State providing assistance. 

ÅEU supports  preparation , facilitates cooperation,  
coordination  and complements  MS.  (Art 196 Treaty) 

 
 



The Fundamentals cont.  

ÅEU Civil Protection Mechanism facilitates the provision 
and coordination of assistance provided by EU Member 
States and participating countries on a voluntary basis to 
other  states (EU or participating states or third 
countries). 

ÅUseful hub of information  on validated information on 
needs assessment and a clearing house  on assistance 
offered/accepted / provided and a facilitator.  

ÅNeeds an official request for assistance !(disaster or 
imminent threat).  

ÅEU ERCC is not involved internal MS response planning. 
ÅAssets provided are used in support of local emergency 

management civilian authorities and tasked by them.  
ÅALL KEY FEATURES APPLY TO CBRN! 

 
 
 
 
 



THE EUROPEAN CIVIL 
PROTECTION MECHANISM  

 

   Response:  facilitating and supporting   
    European civil protection   
    assistance and solidarity in the  
    event of a major disaster   
 (incl. financing of transport)  

 
   Preparedness: training, exercises, exchange  

         of experts, modules, projects . 
 
   Prevention: risk assessment guidelines, 

Integration  in EU policies (i.e. Environmental Impact 
Assessment,  Nuclear safety, Cross border health threats; 
Regional Development policy, Research). 
 

Å32 Participating States: all EU-28 MS  + 4 ( Norway 
Iceland, Liechtenstein) +; fYRoM   

 



EMERGENCY RESPONSE COORDINATION CENTER 
(ERCC) 

 A one-stop shop for civil protection assistance at EU level 

Á Based in the Commission; under the authority of Commissioner 
Kristalina GEORGIEVA ï International cooperation, Humanitarian Aid  
Civil protection;  new portfolio  for DG ECHO since Feb 2010:  
competent for Emergencies inside and outside EU./All hazards 
approach, incl. CBRN.  

Á Entry point for requests for assistance  ; on duty 24/7   
(central hub of a network of contact points in MS ) 

Á Information  role: analysing and distributing reliable info to 
Participating States during disasters /Linked to other Rapid alert 
systems  incl: health threats, RAS Bichat and/ nuclear accidents 
ECURIE and Sit rooms. 

Á Supports coordination : dispatching EU expert teams assessment 
and coordination, matching requests for aid in kind/ material relief 
teams experts to offers from Participating States (teams and means 
belong to Member States +EU MIC liaison officers). 

Á support  role, e.g. satellite images and access to other EC resources 
(incl. EU financing)/ Joint Research Center 

    





The EU's Emergency Response  
Coordination Centre  

 The operational heart of CPM is 
the European Commission's 
new Emergency Response 
Coordination Centre (ERCC), 
which was launched on 15 May 
2013 and is accessible 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week.  
Any country inside or outside 
EU affected by a disaster and 
overwhelmed by its magnitude 
can make a request for 
assistance for assistance 
through the ERCC. 

 

 

ÅPicture ERCC 



ERCC ï Emergency 
Response Coordination 

Centre   
ERCC : a single operational hub in the Commission operating on a 
24/7 basis, mandated to facilitate the coordination of Member States' 
civil protection assistance during major emergencies 
The ERCC single entry point/offers  a co-ordination platform.  
Access to satellites imaging, experts, co-financing of transport 
operations in relief operations. 

ÅKey operational roles:  

ïMonitoring  

ïInformation  

ïCoordination  

ïTechnical Support  

ïFinancial Support  
 
 
 



ERCC 

Country hit 
by disaster 

Request for assistance  

Accepts/rejects offers  

Situation reports  

Match needs with offers  

Activation of the Mechanism  

Deploy EU CP Team  

Facilitate /co -finance 
transport  



Recent evolution EU Civil Protection  

Main developments   

×Transport  (50% EU co-financing) 

×Modules   . 
Aim : Pre defined specific and interoperable assistance capabilities that  

can be dispatched at very short notice. Now 17 types of modules/for 
different disasters. MS have registered 150 CP Modules and  10 Tech. 
assistance and support TAST.  

Detection and sampling in CBRN conditions -17  

Search & Rescue in CBRN conditions -  5 

×Host Nation Support ; Receiving assistance 
and facilitating access , and operations. 

 
 

 

 



EU CBRN Action Plan  

The EU CBRN Action Plan intends to focus on three main 
areas of work: 

üObjective 1:  Ensuring that unauthorised access to 
CBRN materials of concern is as difficult as possible 
(prevention);  

ü  Objective 2 : Having the capability to detect CBRN 
materials (detection);  

ü  Objective 3:  being able to efficiently respond to 
incidents involving CBRN materials and recover from 
them as quickly as possible (preparedness and 
response).  

NB: Objectives 2 and 3 are particularly relevant for civil 
protection. Several  actions are foreseen in particular in 
sections  2 ï 3 ï 4  of the Action Plan  (incl. Horizontal 
actions). 



 
 EU CBRN Resilience 

Programme in Civil Protection   
 As part of the implementation of the EU CBRN Action 

Plan,   the Commission launched  an  CBRN Resilience 
Programme in civil protection  to support 
preparedness  and the effective coordinated 
response  to  CBRN incidents. (Flexible/innovative while 
making use of existing structures and finances) 
 Overall objectives : 

üstreamline in coherent way the different strands of work 
which can be undertaken under the EU  Civil Protection 
Mechanism. 

ü to review progress /gaps in the field of civil protection;  
define priorities and modalities for the  implement of the 
proposed actions proposed and consider further work in 
this area to support and complement Member Statesô 
efforts.  

 



CBRN Resilience programme  
-  Preparedness -  

üStrenghten CBRN and introduce multi -  agency 
work in existing civil protection preparedness 
tools . Exercices / training /exchange of experts bringing 
together national civil 
protection/health/police/investigators/forensic, civil 
military responders and European civil protection teams 
and modules. 

üContribute to the definition and dissemination of 
good practices.   
Emergency Response Guidebook for CBRN emergencies, 
workshop on preparedness responses and recovery incl: 
awareness raising as to minimise the effects of CBRN 
emergencies on EU citizens. 
 
 



CBRN Resilience programme  
-  Preparedness - cont.  

üMaximising impact of existing  response 
capacities. Definition of CBRN Modules  
Collection of  new data on available  capacities 
at EU level  on the basis of specific CBRN 
scenarios and gap analysis .  

üModelling tools for CBRN dispersion  / 
stocktaking exercise. Promotion for their use. 

üExploring need for and feasibility of creating a 
structured European scientific back -office  
for supporting teams and modules active on the 
site of CBRN events. 

 



CBRN Resilience Programme  
-  Response -    

Reinforcing response capacity and efficiency  by  

üPre-positioning of existing and new CBRN  
modules  linked to large cross border public events; 
definition of new modules ï capacities of which are pre-
defined at European level - could also cover mass 
decontamination.  

üPooling and compiling information on response 
capabilities  during emergencies.  

 

üUse of Pilot projects and Preparatory Action  to 
support the deployment of CBRN modules (completed) 

 



Eurosot 2005, Italy  

Escex 2004, Finland  
Large-scale pan-European 

simulation exercises 
Å 42 exercises financed since 2002 

Å VAR 

Å Major events: EULUX, CREMEX /CARPATHEX 

Å Madrid (Plane crash/ radiological contamination 
26 June 2010 ïProject EU Rapid Response 
Capability 7) 

Å URBAN CREATS (12 June 2013 ï Lyon ; ( C + R 
terror attacks;  3 scenarios -2500 Participants ) 

Å CURIEX November  2013 SPAIN Caceres prov. 

Aims 
Å Accelerate response decision-making 

procedures 

Å Enhance interoperability /HNS 

Å Test equipment  

Å Identify further training needs  

Preparedness ï Simulation 

exercises  

EULUX 2007, Luxembourg  

EUDANEX 2006, 

Denmark/Sweden  




